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Green City Growers has developed and implemented a comprehensive 
cross-curricular Vegetable Garden Education Program incorporating 
math, science, art, social science, and language arts, around the Greater 
Boston area for the past six years. Hundreds of children participate in 
this program annually, arming them with lifelong skills for achievement 
and a healthy lifestyle. 

Hands on garden programming not only increases the amount and 
variety of produce consumed by children, it also increases their 
attentiveness and grades in the classroom. Our unique curriculum 
combines hands on learning and team building exercises to provide a 
experiential education that promotes a healthy lifestyle, an 
understanding of our connection with the environment and sustainable 
food systems, and a sense of self-sufficiency that transfers back to a 
traditional classroom learning environment. 

CURRENT GARDEN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 

 Third grade classes across all 5 public schools (Beverly) 
 Banneker Charter School (Cambridge) 
 Camp Harbor View (Quincy) 
 Dedham County Day (Dedham) 
 YMCA East Boston (East Boston) 
 Triton High School (Byfield) 
 Young Achievers K-8 (Mattapan) 

 
GCG has also provided garden education programming for The 
Boys and Girls Clubs, YMCA of Greater Boston, Boston Public 
Schools, and the City of Somerville in part through business 
partnerships with local partners like Whole Foods Market. 

SCHOOL GARDEN EDUCATION PROGRAMS 



HANDS-ON GARDEN 
EDUCATION PROGRAMS 
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GARDEN PROGRAM 
STATISTICS  

After completing one 
semester of the program, 
Beverly students showed a 
43% score improvement and a 
much stronger grasp of the 
concepts of organic farming 
and sustainability. 

Schools with garden education 
programming report a 12-15% 
increase in standardized test 
score pass rates and 94% of 
teachers report increased 
student engagement in 
classrooms. 

KEY CONCEPTS COVERED 

Science and ecosystems, plant anatomy, insect and soil science, 
health and nutrition, social science (history of gardening and 
agriculture), food systems and food access, local food systems and 
organic agriculture, math (planting plans, yield statistics, geometry, 
measuring growth), culinary arts, innovation and engineering, 
economics of food production. 
 

GARDEN TASKS  

Students participate in site selection and sun availability, seed 
starting, transplanting starts, weeding, organic fertilization 
methods, identifying and troubleshooting pest and fungal 
problems, harvesting, utilizing the harvest (cooking and nutrition), 
re-planting, composting, watering. 

Participants leave the program with an understanding of basic 
vegetable gardening, having seen the seeds they’ve sown grow into 
the food they eat. Students are challenged to think critically about 
environmental food issues, nutrition, and their own actions, 
behaviors, and consumption patterns. The program is a fun and 
engaging environment that increases students’ confidence and 
ability to make a difference in the world  through agriculture and 
green initiatives. 

CUSTOMIZATION 

Programming can be altered to be 
compatible with any age group (pre-school 
to college level), demographic, curriculum 
requirements, or special needs.  

Concerned about rainy days? Weather is 
never an issue, as we have planned indoor 
programming in the event that class cannot 
be held outside. 



FALL SEMESTER TIMELINE 

AUGUST—SEPTEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consistent garden maintenance       
including weeding, pest and fungal 

management, harvesting, and                 
re-planting of vegetables. 

OCTOBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planting of fall crops. Beets, carrots, 
chard, arugula, endive, cilantro, kale, 
leeks, bunching onion, peas, radish, 

spinach, broccoli, and more.  

NOVEMBER 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With cold frames: plant over-winter 
crops. Kale, carrots, mixed greens, 

chard, beets, collards & more. Indoor 
programming. 

SPRING SEMESTER TIMELINE 
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PROGRAM TIMELINE 

MARCH 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

First harvest of cold frame crops.   
Indoor seed starting or spring crops, 

and indoor programming. 

APRIL—MAY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spring planting early April (with cold 
frames), or late April (without). Beets, 
broccoli, kale, carrots, chard, lettuce, 

peas, garlic, strawberries & more. 

JUNE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Consistent garden maintenance     
including weeding, pest and fungal 

management, harvesting, and            
re-planting of vegetables. 

SUMMER PROGRAMMING 

Garden programming is available throughout the summer 
months for schools that operate year-round or host a 
summer camp during July and August. Students harvest the 
remaining spring crops, plan and plant summer crops, 
maintain the garden (fertilize, weed, troubleshoot pest and 
fungal problems), and harvest as crops begin producing. 

School gardens provide a vehicle to 
develop problem solving, leadership, 
and decision making skills at an early 
age. Students leave the program 
more self-confident in making healthy 
choices, their academic studies, and 
themselves. 



PROGRAM OPTIONS 
AND COSTS 
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RAISED BED INSTALLATIONS 

Raised beds are a great way to grow produce in a contained, 
clean aesthetic on your property. Beds can be placed on top 
of any surface, including concrete, rooftops, and gravel. 

All installs include GCG’s custom blended high-quality organic 
soil, raised bed frames treated with non-toxic wood stabilizer 
to extend the life of the wood, and drip irrigation with timer. 
Non-toxic stains and bed colors available upon request. 
 

ON-SITE EDUCATION AND 
MAINTENANCE 

GCG recommends 3-4 hours a month of hands-on education 
for a successful program. This can be broken up weekly, bi-
weekly, or monthly (seasonal workshops). Summer school 
programming is also available. Bi-weekly garden maintenance 
is required to continue during the summer months. 
 
TEACHER WORKSHOPS 

Green City Growers Garden Teacher Workshops are 
structured around implementing hands-on gardening 
activities and lessons for students. Teachers leave the 
program with an understanding of basic vegetable gardening 
and garden lesson planning.  

 

RAISED BED PRICING 

4’x8’ Bed: Starting at $850 
4’x8’ Cold Frame: $815 
4’x8’ Pest Fencing: $175 
Trellis System: $25 ea. 

Recommended: 3 4’x8’ beds (or 
more) per 10-15 students for the best 
possible program, with pest fencing (if 
in the suburbs), and cold frames for 
season extension. Total one-time 
installation cost for 3 4’x8’ beds with 
fencing and cold frames: $5,000. 

EDUCATION & MAINTENANCE 

Education: $175/hour 

Seasonal Workshops: $250-$650 
(Includes all plants, horticulture and 
education materials. Cost reflects 
lengths of workshop and materials 
requested) 

Summer Program (5 visits): $450 

Basic Maintenance (bi-weekly): 
 $75-$100/visit 

TEACHER TRAINING 

$270-$360 ($90/hour, 3-6 hours) 

Copies of the Urban Bounty book: 
$38.25 per teacher 

Curriculum packet: $25 


